
2021 Solid Waste Management Plan Update Advisory Committee 
Virtual Meeting Minutes 

 
May 5, 2021 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

 
 
In Attendance:  Steve Rypkema, Paul Cooney (OCSWMD), Dave Schabacker (CAC), Drew Hogan (CAC), 
Tom Hilbert (CAC & WC/RMLF), Mike Wiersema (CAC & WM/OHLF), Tim Isley (CAC & City of Rochelle), 
William Luchsinger (CAC & Davis Junction Board), Susie Corbitt (OC Board), Beverly Opalka (CAC), Mike 
Rock (OCSA), John Finfrock (OC Board), Patricia Nordman (OC Board), Dorothy Bowers (OC Board). 
 
Steve called the virtual Zoom meeting to order and the minutes from the previous meeting on March 31, 
2021 were reviewed.  Motion to approve the minutes by Dave Schabacker, seconded by Beverly Opalka.  
The vote to approve the minutes passed with Tim Isley, William Luchsinger, Dorothy Bowers, and 
Beverly Opalka in favor, and no one opposed. 
 
Steve began with thanking all in attendance and apologized for the late roll-out of the comment 
responses and the draft recommendations.  He then reviewed the scope of the solid waste planning 
process and reviewed from the IL Solid Waste Planning & Recycling Act the scope and purpose of the Act 
and county solid waste management plans.  He then went into how the meeting would proceed and that 
we would first review the comments made by the CAC members, then review the draft 
recommendations, then take a vote on whether or not to approve the recommendations. 
 
Paul then began to go over the comments received by 3 of the 4 CAC members.  A chart linking the 
comments to where they were addressed in the new recommendations was put on the screen.  There 
were no questions or comments on their comments, and Paul explained how each was tracked and put 
into the draft recommendations, if appropriate for the plan update.  Steve responded to a specific 
question from Susie Colbert in her written comments regarding transfer stations and what the pros and 
cons are for them in Ogle County.  Steve explained the general requirements and function for a transfer 
station and that transfer station are typically built by waste hauling companies when the distance to 
landfills or final disposal facilities is greater than 50 miles.  He mentioned that because there are transfer 
stations in Lanark and Freeport, and landfills in Lee, Whiteside, Winnebago, DeKalb, and Ogle Counties, 
that direct hauling to the landfill is what is being done for most of the Ogle County.  Susie and Beverly 
were appreciative of the lengths taken to link their comments to places in the recommendations that 
their comments were addressed. 
 
Steve then asked if there were any questions or discussion regarding Drew Hogan’s written comments.  
He put Drew’s comments and the OCSWMD responses on the screen.  He then went over some of the 
responses to Drew’s comments.  He mentioned that the executive summary portion of the plan has yet 
to be written, but his comments on that will be considered.  He then discussed some of the other 
responses to Drew’s comments in the chart.  Steve pointed out that the Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Plan is for Ogle County waste and recycling, not to manage how waste from other areas 
outside the County is handled.  He added that a solid waste plan cannot limit where waste comes from, 
and that an issue like that may be negotiated in siting or host agreements, but not through this plan.  
Mr. Hogan commented that the issue of the county accepting massive amounts of waste from outside 
Ogle County is detrimentally affecting residents all over the county, but did not expand further or have 
any more questions regarding his comments or the responses to them.  There were no other questions 
regarding Mr. Hogan’s comments. 



 
Steve then explained that the 2021 Plan Update Draft Recommendations would be reviewed and then 
voted on as a whole.  He added that they would not be amending the recommendations in the meeting.  
CAC members and the general public will have another chance to comment on the Plan and 
recommendations during the public comment period. 
 
Paul then began to review the draft recommendations from the list.  Regarding #1 there was a question 
from Patt Nordman if the OCSWMD could possibly cooperate with local school districts to include waste 
reduction and recycling activities or information on school websites.  This was discussed and William 
Luchsinger suggested setting up a platform on the OCSWMD website for schools to mimic or access. 
Paul said that while the OCSWMD cannot place items onto school districts’ websites, it would be a good 
idea to explore in the future with closer links to the schools. 
 
Paul then continued to go through the recommendations, stopping now and then to highlight new 
additions, such as looking into a waste exchange, partnering with a metal recycler for appliance 
collection, re-establishment of a county recycling drop-off program, and researching food scrap drop-off 
and composting programs.  There were no other comments and/or questions regarding 
recommendations #1-4. 
 
Steve then went into recommendations under #5, explaining how they were developed and stopping to 
explain each entry and why it is in the recommendations and how things had changed from the previous 
plan updates.  Emphasis was placed on the addition of statutory siting criteria, distances for water well 
and property value protection plans from the landfills, and host fee issues and auditing of the host fees.  
It was noted that the Illinois General Assembly will take up a bill soon to address state fees on waste 
coming from construction and demolition waste recyclers, and that this may be helpful with the issue of 
the payment of state & local landfill fees on waste taken to landfills and used for cover or road building.  
Hopefully it will help with the payment of host fees as well.  There were no comments and/or questions 
on Section 5 of the recommendations. 
 
Steve went on to Sections 6 – 8 of the recommendations and explained these briefly and there were no 
comments and/or questions regarding these sections. 
 
Steve then requested a motion to approve the draft recommendations as presented be made and voted 
on by the CAC.  This motion was put forth by Dave Schabacker and seconded by Beverly Opalka.  A roll-
call vote commenced and “yes” votes were made by Tim Isley, William Luchsinger, Tom Hilbert, Mike 
Wiersema, Dave Schabacker, and Beverly Opalka.  There were no votes cast to oppose approval of the 
recommendations.  Drew Hogan did not vote.   
 
Steve then thanked the CAC and outlined the process going forward.  He said their goal is to complete 
the draft Plan by the next meeting on May 26, 2021.  There will still be an opportunity to comment on 
the draft Plan and that it would be made available for public review for 90 days once the entire draft is 
completed.  After that, any final revisions will be made before it is sent to the HEW/SW Committee and 
the full County Board for approval. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:01 AM 
 
 
 


